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“It is the responsibility of EVERY 
ROTARIAN to support action directed at 
improving the environment and
protecting animals and plants from 
extinction.”

– Rotary Council on Resolutions 92-287



ROTARY AREA OF 
FOCUS: 
PROTECTING THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

HOW ROTARY 
PROTECTS OUR 
PLANET

Rotary enables members and communities 
to take action by:
• Protecting and restoring ecosystems
• Supporting natural resource 

management and conservation
• Supporting sustainable practices
• Reducing emission of greenhouse gases
• Strengthening ecosystems and 

communities affected by climate 
change

• Supporting education initiatives
• Advocating for sustainable consumption
• Addressing public health concerns

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How Rotary Protects the Planet: 

Rotary enables our members and their community partners to take action by:
Protecting and restoring land, coastal, marine, and freshwater resources. 
Enhancing the capacity of communities to support natural resource management and conservation.
Supporting sustainable agriculture, fishing, and aquaculture practices. 
Addressing the cause of climate change by reducing the emission of greenhouse gases. 
Strengthening ecosystems and communities affected by climate change. 
Supporting education initiatives that promote behavior that protects the environment. 
Advocating for sustainable consumption to build an economy that uses resources more efficiently. 
Addressing environmental public health concerns. 



District 5020 Environment Committee

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
District Environment Committee 2025-26: George Roe, Mark Hoppen, Lee Hoffman, Lori Cloutier, Ray Andrews, Sonnet Force

RESPONSIBILITIES
Champion the protection of the environment and environmental sustainability (ES) to Rotarians in the District under work plans approved by the District Governor;
Facilitate learning, advise, and network with club areas of service project leads to enable measurement of environmental aspects of projects;
Engage, motivate, and empower Rotarians to incorporate environmental sustainability into their daily lives, clubs and District 5020 activities, events and projects;
Liase with ESRAG to provide networking and foster resources, locally, regionally, and internationally, on environmental sustainability initiatives to assist clubs in developing such initiatives;
Provide ES advise and information to the 5020 Council, its clubs, and members; and
Recognize club and district ES accomplishments at the end of the Rotary year.
Established by District Council 2024 



History of District 5020 Environment 
Committee

2020 Forming
https://esrag.org/about-esrag/
2021 Storming
2025 Norming
2026 Performing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
History of District 5020 Environment Committee

2020 - RI approves the Environment as the 7th Area of Focus  (2m 30s ESRAG video outlining PIRP Mark Maloney's initiative, 
https://esrag.org/about-esrag/) (Rotary Foundation Trustees and the RI Board of Directors voted unanimously to approve the environment as the Seventh Area of Focus.)
�2021 - RI Policy created for 7th Area of focus in Global Grants
(Seventh Area of Focus included in Policy for authorizing Global Grants.)

2022 - Events environment planning fostered by Council on Legislation
(The 2022 Council on Resolutions adopted that the RI Board consider conducting events with consideration for the environment.)
�2023 - PIRP Ian Riseley takes a stand
(RICON in Melbourne, RI Foundation Chair Riseley states, "It is the responsibility of every Rotarian to support action directed at improving the environment and protecting the animals and plants from extinction.")

2023  - RICON Green Handbook introduced  
�2023 - An ad hoc district committee forms and makes an initial request to DG Caleb Summerfelt
(A committee of the interested, chiefly AG Nora Dowsett and Ray Andrews, forms and submits a request to form an environmental sustainability committee to 5020 DG Caleb Summerfelt.)

2023 - A detailed request is submitted to DG Caleb Summerfelt
(Ray Andrews and Mark Hoppen request 5020 DG Caleb Summerfelt to make a policy change approving a District 5020 Environmental 
Sustainability Committee with a non-voting chair as a formal member of the 5020 District Council.)

2024 - DG Caleb Summerfelt submits his committee formation request to the District Council
(Motion to form the District 5020 Environment Committee is reviewed and forwarded to DG Caleb 27-2 through an advisory vote of District Council.)
�2024 - The proposal is shared district-wide
(The proposal is shared with all clubs in the District 5020 as required.)

2024 - Formal authorization is announced
(The committee and chair status is authorized by DG Caleb, through me, formally at the May 2024 District Council Meeting.)
�2025 - DG Bill McGregor appoints George and Chair George Roe selects the committee 
(Chair George Roe is appointed by DG Bill McGregor and the Environmental Sustainability Committee is formed.)

2026   And here we are!  
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https://esrag.org/about-esrag/
https://esrag.org/about-esrag/


Survey Finds 
that 

District 5020 
Clubs Care 

about 
Protecting 

the 
Environment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Survey Finds that District 5020 Clubs Care about Protecting the Environment: 

District 5020’s Environment Committee reached out to every area and every club in the district, using a brief survey to learn about the kinds of environmentally aligned work being done, and about interests for future projects. The results show a widely based commitment to environmental stewardship, with many clubs having completed impactful initiatives like community clean-ups, tree planting, and recycling programs. Respondents expressed a clear interest in continuing these efforts, as well as exploring new opportunities.

Clubs are eager for collaboration and support in developing environmental projects appropriate for their communities. Many indicated a desire for more resources, partnerships, and guidance from both the district and from other clubs. 



District 5020 Environment 
Webpages

Environment 
https://www.rotary5020.
org/protecting-
environment/

Community Share 
https://www.rotary5020.org/
protecting-
environment/community-
share/ 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Environment Page:
Protecting our Legacy – How Rotary Protects the Environment
Clubs in Action
ESRAG Highlight
Did You Know?
Environment Committee
Community Share (submission section)

Environment Community Share Page:
This page is comprised of story modules highlighting projects, events, or activities that exemplify the ways in which our District 5020 Clubs are engaging with and helping protect the environment. It is intended as a space for environment community members to share and learn, and also as a way for Rotary-curious individuals to discover more about us.
Click directly on the modules below to learn more about each experience. If you would like to submit a Rotary environment-positive story, visit the Community Share section of our Environment page.




https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/community-share/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/community-share/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/community-share/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/community-share/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/community-share/
https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-environment/community-share/


District-wide BUTT-PICKING contest this September! 

WIN $500, earn BRAGGING rights, and 
become an ECO-HERO!

https://www.rotary5020.org/protecting-
environment/environment-big-butt-challenge/

BIG BUTT CHALLENGE
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Monarch Gardens
Sumner Rotary Launches Monarch 
Garden Project
Responding to the alarming decline 
of the Monarch butterfly population, 
the Sumner Rotary Environmental 
Committee (SREC) constructed a 
750-square-foot Monarch Waystation 
Garden at a local elementary school 
in early 2026. A true community 
collaboration, the garden will be 
maintained by students, local senior 
garden clubs, and Sumner Rotary 
members—bridging generations 
through shared stewardship.



Plastics Recycling
Poulsbo Rotary Gives New Life to 
100,000 Pounds of Plastic
In mid-October 2025, the Rotary 
Club of Poulsbo dropped off its 
100,000th pound of plastic film 
to its local Safeway store, waste 
that would otherwise be taking 
up space in a landfill. The 
plastics were then collected 
by a company called NexTrex, 
which recycles plastic film and 
waste wood products into a 
composite for the creation of 
decks and outdoor furniture.



Community Cleanups

Community cleanups protect 
the environment, enhance the 
beauty of natural spaces, and 
promote healthy living and a 
sense of responsibility among 
community members. Shawnigan 
Lake EcoClub leads the way and 
provides a CHECKLIST of ideas 
for planning your community 
clean up event.
Community Clean Up Day 
Checklist.docx

https://www.rotary5020.org/wp-content/uploads/Community-Clean-Up-Day-Checklist-for-District-Conference.pdf
https://www.rotary5020.org/wp-content/uploads/Community-Clean-Up-Day-Checklist-for-District-Conference.pdf


Shawnigan Lake EcoClub

In June 2021, an intrepid team of 
Rotarians from the community of 

Shawnigan Lake chartered as 
“Canada’s First Rotary EcoClub.” 
The Club takes a “down-to-earth, 

hands-on, boots-on-ground 
approach to community service.”

What is an EcoClub

https://shawniganrotaryecoclub.ca/learn-more/
https://shawniganrotaryecoclub.ca/learn-more/


Beach Cleanups
Rotarians are teaming up 
with local organizations to 
help with removal of 
plastics and other litter 
from our beaches. 
Activities include hands-
on work parties, financial 
support, and assisting with 
fundraising events. 

Every month, the Rotary Club of Oak Bay joins Surfrider at 
one of their regular beach cleanups. This is a fun way to 
participate in meaningful activity that serves community 
and the environment. And it’s easy to organize! 



Invasive 
Species 
Removal 

 Sidney by the Sea 
@ Island View 
Beach Park

 Oak Bay Rotary 
Club @ Uplands 
Park 



Port Townsend Rotary Clubs have implemented, and are providing 
ongoing support for, Lunch out of Landfills in their community. This 
student-led initiative reduces food waste in schools by diverting 
cafeteria waste from landfills through composting, food sharing 

tables, and community partnerships.

LUNCH OUT OF LANDFILLS

Lunch out of Landfills - ESRAG - Environmental 
Sustainability Rotary Action Group
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International Collaboration
Seven District 5020 Clubs teamed 
up to support the Solar Cooker 
Project in Chihuahua, Mexico, 
providing 40+ Haines Solar Cookers 
and solar cooking training for rural 
low-income households. Solar 
cookers are life-saving appliances 
that help individuals and 
communities cook without the 
negative effects of burning wood, 
improving the health of those 
cooking and keeping carbon-
capturing trees alive in the earth 
and sustaining the environment.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Seven District 5020 Rotary Clubs (Sidney by the Sea, Comox, Campbell River Daybreak, Nanaimo, Qualicum Beach, Gig Harbor, and Lantzville), along with the Rotary Club of Chihuahua, collaborated to provide funding for 40+ Haines Pop Open Solor cooking sets for rural low-income families in Chihuahua, Mexico. Initiatives like this are one of many that the ESRAG Clean Cooking Task Force facilitates with Rotarians worldwide.

This project is supported on the ground by local Rotarians, food banks, and non-profits like Solar Household Energy (SHE). The initiative provides a much healthier lifestyle rather than collecting firewood from adjacent forests and cooking on open fires with saturated fat cooking oil. This also frees up time for home enterprises and family support.




Carbon Offsets
The Rotary Club of Sidney is mitigating 
their carbon footprint by supporting 
carbon sequestration (offsets) for their 
yearly activities and events.
Donations from the club are made to 
Tree Canada Society “National 
Greening Program” for tree reforestation 
in areas of BC that have been 
impacted and are in locations were 
trees will have the most benefit to the 
environment. 

https://treecanada.ca

Benefits of 
Reforestation
• Carbon 

Sequestration
• Wildlife Habitat
• Clean Environment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BENEFITS OF REFORESTATION: 
*Growing trees where forests have been degraded, or where there was no previous tree cover, provides multiple benefits to nature, from ecosystem stability to cleaner air, water and soil.
•Carbon Sequestration: Trees absorb carbon dioxide as they grow, helping to fight climate change by removing and storing carbon from the air.
•Wildlife Habitat: Restoring forest cover protects and enhances habitat for wildlife and increased biodiversity.
*Clean Environment: Trees remove pollutants and toxins from the air, soil and groundwater and prevent soil erosion near waterways.

https://treecanada.ca/


GREEN EVENTS HANDBOOK
How to Run Sustainable 
Rotary Events

https://esrag.org/green-events/

PLAN
IMPLEMENT 
MEASURE

OFFSET
REFLECT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Why is this Handbook important? The Rotary International Board  has committed to “consider conducting  Rotary events in a manner that takes global environmental issues into consideration.”  Council on Resolutions 22R-14.
RI PRESIDENT IAN RISESLEY 2022/23d

Green events can: 
•   Reduce Rotary’s carbon footprint, provide more resources in the circular economy, and keep waste out of landfills. 
•   Provide opportunities to showcase Rotarians leading as environmental stewards. 
•   Attract a younger generation who are concerned about the future of our planet.

Plan your event in a sustainable manner and communicate your vision to  your team. Implement your vision during your event and share your impact. Measure and observe your impact before, during, and after  the event. Offset or compensate for carbon emissions that you could  not avoid. REFLECT Reflect on your success and start planning to have a greater impact at  your next event.
�This Handbook was developed by the Rotary Action Group  on sustainable environment. ESRAG. It is available free to download from our District website- Environment resources section or from the ESRAG  website.




Why become climate friendly?

As pollution levels rise and the world becomes warmer, storms and 
droughts become stronger harming the people that we, Rotarians, 
work hardest to help.

Priority 1: INCREASE ROTARY’S GLOBAL IMPACT

Priority 2: EXPAND OUR REACH

Priority 3: ENGAGE THROUGH CARBON EMISSION REDUCTIONS 
& NATURE BASED SOLUTIONS

Priority 4: ADAPT BY ALIGNING OUR INVESTMENTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As pollution levels rise and the world becomes warmer, storms and droughts become stronger harming the people that we, Rotarians, work hardest to help. 
PRIORITY 1: INCREASE ROTARY’S GLOBAL IMPACT by taking actions to mitigate climate change in your club.
PRIORITY 2: EXPAND OUR REACH to those who are ready to act on climate change. Imagine the new partnerships in your community.
PRIORITY 3: ENGAGE THROUGH CARBON EMISSION REDUCTIONS & NATURE BASED SOLUTIONS such as mangrove restoration, tree planting and sustainable agriculture.
PRIORITY 4: ADAPT BY ALIGNING OUR INVESTMENTS with the environment area of focus in order to save future generations.
�



EVERY CLUB 
CLIMATE 
FRIENDLY

An ESRAG  
INITIATIVE

HOW IT WORKS

Your club can lead the charge to positive 
change! 

How? It’s like any team sport where the 
goal is to get the LOWEST score. 

Details on calculating your carbon 
footprint and actions your club can 
undertake are on the ESRAG WEBSITE: 
https://esrag.org/every-club-climate-
friendly/

Keep it simple at first. A Typical club emits 
10 to 15 tons of CO2 equivalent per year.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Carbon Capture by Tree Type:
Conifers: Grow faster and often store more carbon than broad-leafed trees over their lifetimes.
Mixed Forests: While individual conifers may sequester more, mixed forests often provide better soil health, which improves overall, long-term carbon storage

Storage (Sequestration): Carbon is locked away in trunks, branches, roots, and surrounding soil, often for decades or centuries. 
Capacity Varies: A single tree can absorb about 22-24 kg of \(CO_{2}\) annually, though this varies heavily by species, age, and health. 
Fast-Growing Species: Young trees and fast-growing species, like Douglas firs or poplars, are especially efficient at rapid carbon capture.

One tree will have  sequestered 1 ton of CO2 at maturity
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The 7 Steps 
to a Climate-Friendly & 
Sustainable Rotary Club
1. Understand club & local mindset
2. Plan your actions & make a pledge
3. Communicate & build knowledge
4. Estimate CO2 footprint & handprint
5. Reduce the footprint of club 
activities
6. Do projects to increase handprint
7. Donate to yield carbon neutrality

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The seven steps to climate-friendly and sustainable clubs are designed to help Rotary and Rotaract clubs worldwide become more environmentally responsible. These steps are based on the experiences of many Rotarians and clubs and are presented in a clear and understandable manner. The book "The 7 Steps to a Climate-Friendly and Sustainable Rotary Club" by Michael Koch outlines these steps and provides a reference manual with tools to facilitate their implementation. The book also includes an online calculation tool to measure a club's carbon footprint and handprint, along with recommendations for financial compensation and best practice suggestions for reducing the footprint.





Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action 
Group (ESRAG)

“ESRAG assists Rotary clubs, districts and multi-
districts in planning, implementing and evaluating 
service projects, building awareness, and inspiring 
action. These projects promote environmental 
sustainability, awareness of climate change, and 
actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
to mitigate climate disruption.” 

https://esrag.org 

https://esrag.org/


ESRAG
Themes



ESRAG
Task
Forces 



ESRAG
Initiatives 



“The environment is not an afterthought; 
it is the very foundation upon which all 
our other service work is built.”

– Tony Camoroda, District Governor, April Message 2026



Thank You
DISTRICT 5020 ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE
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