
And so another Rotary year begins. A new team
of club presidents in District 5020 take the helm of
each of our clubs to lead us forward so that we
might enjoy the fellowship of Rotary, and serve
communities everywhere.

I like to use the analogy of a train to capture the
spirit and the work of our Rotary district. This is not
an ordinary train but an express train called “The
Rotary Express”, made up of 86 cars, club cars if
you like, lead by engine 5020 on track for another
great Rotary year.

Oh, I recognize that the cars of this train are
unique, each may look different for Rotary clubs
enjoy their own way of doing Rotary, and each has
goals and plans for a Rotary year. But the analogy
of a train works for me because we are all pulling
together to contribute to service in this district and
throughout the world.

The most important feature of this train is the
people on board. There are 5200 Rotarians in the
district working together to achieve Rotary’s goal of
Service Above Self. I invite every Rotarian to share
this wonderful experience of Rotary “by getting
aboard” this Rotary Express so that you may fully
appreciate the joy of Rotary.

Our Rotary International President, Wilf
Wilkinson from Trenton Ontario, has stated that
Rotary is nothing short of magic: “The magic of
Rotary is that Rotary allows ordinary men and
women to do extraordinary things. Rotary allows us
to open our hearts to people whom we may never
meet and to share the love and concern which we
have for one another.” He has chosen the theme
“Rotary Shares” for this Rotary year.

President Wilf has asked us to share our
resources, our abilities, our strengths, our money
and our love for others. In Rotary we share through
each of our avenues of service: club service, voca-
tional service, community service and international
service.

In this Rotary year we are asked to continue our
Rotary emphases of water, health and hunger, and
literacy. These basic needs have been at the fore-
front of Rotary’s efforts for several years. With each
of these needs met so many people who need help
will find the ability to help themselves.

In this Rotary year we are also asked to focus
on youth for young people are the future, not only
for Rotary but for all of us. We must work together
to strengthen our youth programs such as Rotary
Youth Exchange, Rotaract, Interact, RYLA. 

This year I am asking Rotarians in this district
to take time to invite young people to Rotary meet-
ings. Follow the example of Jack Jeffrey, a long
time Rotarian and member of Victoria Harbourside,
who makes a regular effort to bring young people
closer to Rotary and by extension Rotarians closer
to youth.

Marion and I look forward to meeting each of
you during our visits over the coming months.
Make this the Rotary year in which you learn a good
deal more about Rotary. Share the experience and
enjoy Rotary!

District Governor Norm
Rotary Club of Qualicum Beach
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District Foundation
Grants

Each Rotary year District 5020 leadership
team allocates grant money from our District
Designated Fund. The major portion of this money
goes to support grant applications made by clubs
for Matching, 3H and District   Simplified grant
projects. Rotary clubs in District 5020 should get
onboard early in this Rotary year to move their
projects from the “planning board” onto a grant
application form.

In the Rotary year 2006-2007, 19
Matching/3H grants were submitted by District
Rotary Clubs for District and Rotary Foundation
funding. Among those projects approved were a
large 3H grant to drill 48 water wells in Uganda by
the Rotary Club of Bainbridge Island ($259,654)
and two large water projects in Malawii by the
Rotary Club of Olympia ($79,915). Also funded
was a two pronged project in Russia by the Port
Orchard Club to provide hospital equipment and to 
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