
Twenty-five % of the new 

Rotary year is over and it is 

clear that many Rotary 

clubs are very busy with 

the business of Rotary at 

this time.  It is important 

for the District Chairs for 

Literacy to provide 

assistance to clubs to 

establish their literacy 

goals for this year.    It is 

still not too late for District 

Chairs to submit to their 

Zone Coordinators the 

goals and projects 

underway in their districts.  

Sharing of stories 

stimulates other clubs into 

thinking about new 

projects.  As the year 

continues to progress, 

District Chairs and 

individual Rotary clubs are 

encouraged to submit 

stories and experiences for 

inclusion in subsequent 

issues of this newsletter.  

Stories that appear here are  

shared throughout the  

Rotary world and will 

definitely help clubs 

enhance their literacy 

activities.  Please see the 

last page of each literacy 

newsletter for contact 

information. 

���������	�
�����
�������������������
���������������������������

���������� 

���!�

"�����"����#�����������
�������

���������	�
���	
�
�
��������

• ��������	�
��
��
������	������

• ���������
���
��

• ��������	�������
����
��������

���
�������
�������

��

���
���
���
������
�����������

��


��
������
���
 �
����
�

!�

 "#�������
��"���� $�

����������
��
����������

%�

� �
���&��
���
�����

��'()���
����
�)&����*�
�
#������������
��	������
�
+���������

%�
�
�
�
,�
�
�
-�.�

�
�����������������


$%�
&� �%'
��% $��#�# %'
��&�
'($)
�'�*
$)+�

$���,���-../�

0����--� �
�������(�1�2����������!���

Zone 22 East Literacy Coordinator Joan 

Hayward and PDG Ron Ross helped to 

facilitate a spirited discussion group at 

the recent Zone 22 Institute in Victoria.   

 

Information was shared about  one 

instructional program, “Teach Your 

Children Well” and one augmentative 

program, “Who Is Nobody”, both of 

which are being implemented in local 

communities with the support of Rotary 

clubs and other non-profit agencies.   

 

International programs funded by the 

Canadian Collaboration for 

International Development (CRCID) 

were highlighted as well, programs 

being supported in Guatemala, Belize, 

and Honduras. 

 

There were also a number of plenary 

sessions that focussed on the issue of 

literacy, including a very moving 

interview with a woman who had 

hidden her inability to read for many 

years, which in turn affected her 

personal relationships and her health.  

Eventually she realized that she had 

to do something and has turned her 

life around.  She is a wonderful 

example of someone who decided 

that her dreams included becoming a 

literate adult and sought ways in 

which to “Make Dreams Real”. 



One of the simplest projects to get involved with is 
giving locally-published dictionaries to students.  This 
kind of project has been most successful in the United 
States but Canada and some European countries have 
also done many dictionary projects.  In the United States 
if you want information about dictionary projects you 
should contact Bob Pityo, Chair, RI Literacy Group 
Dictionary Project at bbpityo@aol.com.  In Canada the 
Canadian edition of  Webster’s Dictionary can be 
purchased by going to www.rotarycares.org through 
Dale Scheerer. 
 
Gloria King, Literacy Chair of District 5000 in the U.S., 
reports again that most of the clubs in her District do a 
dictionary project.  This is a key part of this District’s 
goal to have every club qualify for both the District and 
Zone Literacy Awards.  District 5000 gives a dictionary 
to all third-grade students in the state of Hawaii (except 
for two schools on Maui that are giving the dictionary in 
the fourth grade).  Many of the clubs use the dictionary 
project as an entry to a school to see what other needs 
are missing for the needy students.  This leads to many 
exciting projects for each club.  
 
Wally Brown, District Literacy Chair of District 5420 in 
the U.S. reports that  his District gave our 44,248 
dictionaries in the 2007-08 school year.  He writes, “Just 
before we left for a holiday, I finally got the last report 
from a Rotary club.   They reported another 1800 books.  
So now our total is 44, 248 for the 2007-08 school year.  
That appears to be about 94% of the children in public 
schools and about 94% of the private schools.   Utah has 
501 public schools.   We did 470.  We also did 29 

charter schools and 28 private schools.   I have now 
written to every Rotary club and suggested that they do 
the remainder of the charter and private schools in their 
areas.   That would be another 13 charter schools and 20 
private schools.   The Rotary clubs have all committed 
to do all the schools in their areas this next year.   This 
past year, we missed roughly 2460 students in public 
schools, 925 in charter schools and twenty Private 
schools.   I don't have access to enrollment at private 
schools but I would guess those twenty private schools 
would total about another 400 students.   So for next 
year we are thinking that we will do about 48,000 
books.  
The three clubs that did not participate this year have all 
committed to doing their schools next year.   I hope they 
will make up for last year by serving the fourth graders 
also.    I will be disappointed if we do less than 48,000 
which will be virtually 100%.   
 
There is great enthusiasm for the project in the Rotary 
clubs of Utah, so I see my job is to fan the flames of 
enthusiasm and keep adding the fuel of more charter and 
private schools.    
 
This project has certainly enriched my life.” 
 
When dictionaries are given to students Rotarians have 
an excellent opportunity to make a short presentation to 
the students about Rotary’s work.  It is also good to 
have a label in each dictionary to say who has donated 
the book.  Many dictionaries now have the Rotary 
symbol on the front cover, like the Canadian one, and 
even the Four Way Test on the back cover. 
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Zone 22 East Coordinator Joan Hayward (D. 7070)  

organized a full-day multi-district literacy conference  

held in Oshawa, Ontario, Canada in September.  District 

Chairs and Rotarians interested in learning more about 

how to enhance their literacy activities were in 

attendance.  

The day was an exciting time for Rotarians to come 

together to share stories, learn about initiatives that have 

enjoyed success, and to discuss ways in which to address 

the issue of using literacy projects and programs to help 

decrease child mortality. 

Some of the programs that were discussed included: 

• CALS 

• Teach Your Children Well 

• Who Is Nobody? 

• The Imagination Library 

• Sandparents 

• The Dictionary Project 

 

It is  hoped that this will be the first annual multi-district 

literacy conference and that future events will build on the 

success of the first. 



The Internet has come to a small island off the 

coast of Haiti thanks to an international Rotary club 

effort and an Interact fundraiser. 

 

Three Rotary clubs -- Port-au-Prince, Haiti; San 

Juan, Puerto Rico; and Skidaway Island, Savannah, 

Georgia, USA -- and the Commonwealth School 

Interact Club of San Juan partnered to fund 

construction of a library in Matenwa on the island 

of La Gonave, Haiti. A Rotary Foundation 

Matching Grant helped furnish the library with 

laptops, books, and furniture. 

 

The library adds on to the Matenwa Community 

Learning Center.  Even though the island has no 

electricity or running water, solar panels on the 

library roof power laptops, which connect to the 

Internet through satellite. 

 

Every week, 236 students at the adjacent Matenwa 

Community Learning Center use the library, which 

also serves as a resource for La Gonave's more than 

7,000 residents, who live in extreme poverty. 

 

"We were looking for a project where we could 

build relationships," explains Wells Hood, of the 

Skidaway Island club. "This was a great 

opportunity for us to make a lasting legacy." 

 

Hood paid a visit to San Juan in 2005-06, during 

which he and then- San Juan club president John 

Richardson hit it off, discovering their clubs had 

much in common. 

 

"We outlined a multi-country strategy that 

identified Haiti as one of five countries where we 

wished to make an impact," Richardson said. 

 

Caribbean focus 

After two other projects together in the Caribbean, 

the clubs turned their focus to Matenwa. The San 

Juan club had previous community service 

experience in Haiti, and the Interact club it 

sponsors holds a fundraiser for Haiti each year, 

which the club matches. The Interact members 

collected more than US$7,000 in 2006-07. 

 

About that time, Richardson met Chris Low, co-

director of the Matenwa Community Learning 

Center, who explained her community's desire to 

build a library. The Port-au-Prince Rotary club 

served as host club 

for a $13,500 Matching Grant to equip it. 

 

"Wells and I complemented each other 

enormously," Richardson says. "He was able to 

outline the strategy, while I put together the grant." 

 

Members of the project team made a site inspection 

and certification visit in November. 

 

"From the moment we set foot in Port-au-Prince to 

the second we boarded our returning flight, I had 

the opportunity to meet Haitians, Rotarians, 

humanists, and leaders from all walks of life," 

Richardson says. "It was the sense of dignity, pride, 

and purpose that the people of Matenwa shared 

with us that really stood out. My life is forever 

changed as a result of this experience." 

 

The clubs are hoping the library will serve as a 

model for other schools on La Gonave. 
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Area Literacy Coordinator from Central and South 

America Rosa Maria de Vazquez represented Rotary 

International at the annual World Congress of the 

International Reading Association (IRA)  in San Jose de 

Costa Rica this last July.   

 

She reports that there were over 3,000 people in attendance 

representing over 40 countries with the largest delegation 

from the United States. 

 

For a number of years there has been a partnership between 

IRA and Rotary International.  Last year a tool kit was 

developed between the two organizations called “Every 

School a Star”.  This document can be read on the RI 

website under the literacy section.  The tool kit helps clubs 

to focus on the needs of schools that will then suggest 

projects to do in a particular school. 

 

 

Rosa Maria says that many of the IRA members are school 

teachers and are therefore excellent contacts for us and 

could be a first point of contact in our schools. 

 

She participated in many breakout sessions one of which 
was entitled Learning Communities, IRA, and Rotary 

Share; Promoting Literacy in a Diverse World.   

 

She reports: 
 
“In this session I spoke about what the Rotary Members 
are doing in the Area of Latin America concerning 

Literacy and everything related with education: Literacy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Programs based on different methods such as “CLE”, “I 
Can” in Mexico, the onomatopoeia and others; Dictionary 

Project; supplying computers to schools; supplying books 
to libraries, “”Escuela Digna” Program, adult education for 
primary and secondary levels; collaboration with 
government  and private institutions; agreements with 

institutions such as IRA ,etc.   
 
I also spoke of the main objectives of the Literacy 
Resource Group for this year: That all Rotary clubs 
patronize a literacy program; That a Literacy Seminar 
takes place in every district; That all the clubs celebrate the 
International Literacy Day and the Literacy Month in 
March; That literacy programs that reduce child mortality 
take place, etc. My intervention was 20 minutes and I 
made special emphasis to the work that Rotary Members 
are doing in the world especially in Latin America and to 

the credibility of their work, thanks to the  
organizations like Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 

which support the efforts of Rotary. 
 
Also in this session there was also the participation of the 
Rotary Members: Nea Stewart-Dore from Central 
Queensland University, Emu Park , Australia and Judith 

Casey from Colorado Springs College , Colorado, USA. 
 
The Minister of Education of Costa Rica indicated that the 
persons with less education are the ones that have the 
worst jobs and salaries, with less education refers to the 
ones who have not finished secondary school and this 

occurs worldwide. 
 
Many of the topics were related to the lack of reading 
comprehension in all levels, including professional levels, 

in which they don’t understand what they read.”  
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Gary Reilly, District Chair of Literacy for 7120, reports 

how literacy projects have grown in this District during 

this last year.   

 

The first major literacy event occurred in the early part 

of 2008 when ten Rotary Clubs from Wayne County 

partnered and conducted the 9th Spelling Bee.  The 

southern part of the District held another spelling bee at 

the same time.  Both events raised money that was given 

to the Literacy Volunteers of Wayne County. 

 

March, Rotary International’s Literacy Month, was in 
the forefront among the Rotary Clubs of District 7120. 
The Literacy Committee challenged every Rotary Club 
in the District to undertake literacy-related activities the 
entire month of March.  
 
The highlight for the month was District 7120 Rotary 
March Madness. The Committee challenged the Clubs 
to form their teams and join in. Each Club was asked to 
collect gently used or new children’s books from every 
member. The member-donors would sign the Team 
Roster to be collected by the Committee. The books 
were donated to the local Food Pantry, school or public 
library, county literacy volunteers or other organizations 
in the community.  
 
 
 

The total count of books collected in a two-week period 
was approximately 5,900. This event could count 
towards the Club’s application for the District Literacy 
Award. The real winners are the children-recipients of 
these books. 
 
For the first time, the District recognized all Clubs who 
met 5 activities in the list or criteria that was developed 
by the District Literacy Committee. Of the 67 Clubs in 
the District, 17 Clubs received the award. In addition to 
receiving certificates, each winning Club would receive 
the book entitled Andy & Elmer’s Apple Dumpling 
Adventure and could donate the book to the local library 
of their choice in their Club name. 
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News has  just come through that the UNESCO CONFUCIUS PRIZE FOR LITERACY, 2008 has been 
awarded to Operation Upgrade of South Africa for the highly successful KwaNibela literacy project in 
Northern Zululand. 

 
Rotary in District 9270 would like to congratulate Pat Dean and her dedicated team of co-workers on this 
outstanding and prestigious international achievement.  It is worthy of the highest acclamation and deserving 
of unstinting praise. 
 
The project has been implemented in partnership with Oxfam (Augstralia) and Rotary International District 
9270 and involves a group of 430 adult learners with 28 literacy classes.  In addition to the cultivation of 
food tunnels and leather craft skills, the learners also receive HIV/AIDS tuition and human rights education. 
 
This award will be presented to Operation Upgrade in Paris on September 8, 2008, International Literacy 
Day. 



By John Mann, The Rotary Club of Beadesert, District 

9640 

 

“In the village of Chuor Ph'av (Joo Pow) in the Province 

of Prey Veng The Rotary Club of Beaudesert is building 

a school for 400 children in an extremely poor district of 

Eastern Cambodia, where no one has attended school 

and the one hope for a future is a school. The villages 

around our school are a major source of boys into 

industrial slavery and young girls into sex slavery. I am 

the project contact both in Cambodia and here in our 

District...I could write a great many pages on the story 

so far and the reasons for our club's commitment to a 

school but I'll keep this short. 

 

I have been to the three villages in remote Eastern 

Cambodia many times and will continue to do so using 

my own teacher’s salary. I was there only two weeks 

ago. There are eight attached photos. Our partner club in 

Phnom Penh, the capital, is Phnom Penh Metro (they  

are looking after the project in Beaudesert's absence).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a group of our first students. They will be the  

first people ever in this region to attend a school.....a 

Rotary school. 

 

The Rotary Club of Phnom Penh Metro's almost 

exclusive role is to decide on the merits of partnership in  

the various international aid projects heading their way 

in this particularly desperate country. 

 

The school will serve three villages.  The village elders 

together with a policeman, doctor, builders and  

representatives of the Cambodian Government have all 

signed the necessary paperwork for both us in Rotary 

and for the Cambodian Government.  I found two young 

men working for a cataract project and I used them to 

translate for all the financial and legal talks. Almost 

none of the elders/leaders has attended a school, so 

planning a school is very new for them but also so 

incredibly welcome. They are of course VERY grateful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

This is the centre of the main village.   

 

We dug the foundations for the school last week and we 

plan to complete the school in four months. 

 

WE NEED MONEY. This is an ongoing project.. but at 

the moment we need money to complete and fit out the 

school ....and then to open it.  Clubs or individuals who 

give $500 or more will be acknowledged on a plaque. 

 

We are planning a Rotary visit possibly early in 2009 

and anyone interested could join us.  The cost is 

approximately $2,600 per person.” 

 

Clubs who are interested in this project should contact 

Area Coordinator Line Aurelio at  

 

lina@compass.com.ph  
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BrainWise is for anyone who has ever wondered, "What 
was I thinking?" and for others who should be asking the 
question, but don't.  The BrainWise program provides 
basic tools, called the 10 Wise Ways, to teach thinking 
skills and Rotarians are using the program to enhance the 
success of their projects by teaching, co-facilitating, and 
providing materials that help others "Be BrainWise" and 

practice the 4-Way Test. 
 
BrainWise explains complex brain concepts so clearly that 
children as young as five as well as illiterate adults are able 
to learn and to "Be BrainWise." Since 2004, the Denver 
Mile High Rotary Club (DMHR) and E-club One have 
been involved with teaching BrainWise to children, teens, 
and parents.   Developed in 1995, the program is taught in 
schools, government agencies, parenting programs, church 
groups, health centers, and work training facilities to help 
individuals of all ages learn to apply thinking skills to 
problems ranging from reading comprehension to disease 
prevention.  Rotary leaders in   Minnesota, Indonesia, 
Nigeria, and the Philippines are piloting BrainWise 
projects, and Rotarians in Ohio, Connecticut, California, 
Canada, Japan, the Bahamas, Uganda, Bulgaria, Thailand, 
Pakistan, Panama, Abuja, and India have asked for more 

information. 
 
The rewards are immense. Grateful parents talk about how 
the program has helped them help their children in school, 
improve relationships with their spouses, and teach them 
how to ask the school and teachers for assistance.  In one 
of the more dramatic conversations with parents about how 
they had used their thinking skills during the week, some 
of them replied:  "Esta semana no pegué mis hijos."  (“This 

week, I did not hit my children.”)  Project sites repeatedly 

thank Rotary for supporting the program. 
 
How BrainWise Works 
 
Based in neuroscience and including research on the brain 
and how it learns, BrainWise helps individuals learn 
thinking skills (the 10 Wise Ways), and use them to make 
responsible decisions.  The program is has been 
scientifically tested and is taught successfully cross-

culturally in America and other countries, including China. 
 
Rotarians can implement and apply BrainWise a number of 
different ways.  Following is an overview of the 10 Wise 
Ways, including how they complement the 4-Way Test and 
examples that show the program's flexibility and ease of 

application. 
 
 

BrainWise -- The 10 Wise Ways  
 
The 10 Wise Ways are simple terms that explain complex 
concepts -- how the brain works and why thinking skills 
are an important component of decision-making.     
Teaching tools include scripted lesson plans, handbooks 
for students, age-appropriate worksheets, and BrainWise 

posters, card sets, and bookmarks. 
 
The first BrainWise lesson is called  
Everyone Has Problems 
Participants are asked to list problems  
that they and others face.  This customized problem list is 
used throughout the course for discussions and activities, 

and new problems are added as they arise. 
 
  Wise Way #1:  WIZARD BRAIN  
  Over LIZARD BRAIN  
  Research findings on the brain are 
  complex, but BrainWise uses  
  memorable words to explain the critical 
thinking process.  Wise Way #1 teaches that everyone is 
born with survival instincts hard-wired in an area of their 
brains also found in reptiles. The "Lizard Brain" houses the 
"fight or flight" reaction and triggers impulsive, non-
thinking responses. For individuals who never learned 
thinking skills, Lizard Brain behaviors are the only 

response they know. 
 
Thinking skills are needed to interfere with the Lizard 
Brain's instinct to react.  They must be learned.  The 
thinking or "Wizard Brain" is located in the prefrontal 
cortex, located behind the forehead. BrainWise teaches 
that by practicing and using the 10 Wise Ways, 
participants build brain connections that help them use 
their Wizard Brains over their Lizard Brains.  Unless the 
10 Wise Ways are practiced and used, they disappear, and 

the Lizard Brain will quickly take over. 
 
Wise Way #2: BUILD A  
CONSTELLATION OF SUPPORT  
 
Key to developing good thinking is  
learning how to seek help from people  
and other resources that can help solve  
problems.  This lesson helps participants discover the best 
people to go to for help with a problem. Many discover 
that the best help may be obtained outside their family and 
friends. They learn how to build a strong constellation --or 

group of stars -- around them to solve problems. 
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Wise Way #3 – RECOGNIZE  
RED FLAG WARNINGS  
Wizard Brain users know how to recognize  
and respond to internal red flags (what  
you feel inside) and external red flags  
(what you see or do). Red flags warn of  
something about to happen, and awareness of these  
warning signals gives individuals time to stop and think. 
 
  Wise Way #4: EXIT THE EMOTIONS 
  ELEVATOR  
 
  Lizard Brain users react emotionally and 
  impulsively to problems.    Wise Way #4 
compares emotions to an elevator in a ten-story building:  
The higher the elevator rises, the more intense the 
emotions, and the greater likelihood of Lizard Brain 
reactions.  Individuals learn that any emotion -- from anger 
to love -- elicits non-thinking reactions when they are on 
the higher floors of the elevator.  A number of strategies 
are presented for individuals to keep their emotions low or 

“off the elevator”.  
   
Wise Way #5 – SEPARATE  
FACT FROM OPINION  

The root of many problems is the  
inability to separate fact from opinion.  Separating fact 
from opinion is easier when you understand and use your 
Wizard Brain, build a strong Constellation of Support, 
recognize Red Flag warnings, and exit the Emotions 

Elevator.   Is it the truth? is easily inserted into this lesson. 
 
  Wise Way #6 – ASK QUESTIONS 
  TO GATHER INFORMATION  
  Wizard Brain thinkers know the  
  importance of having correct information. 
  Lizard Brain users react to gossip and 
  flyers that promise $500 a day.  This 
lesson teaches how to ask good questions where to get 
information.  This higher brain function involves 

integrating Wise Ways 1-5 into the process 
 
Wise Way #7 – IDentify your  
Choices – IDC  

People who use their Lizard Brain never  
think about choices – they just react.   
This lack of control makes them feel  
that fate, luck, chance or powerful  
others control their lives.    Wizard Brain thinkers 
recognize and identify their choices – including the fact 
that not making a choice is a choice.   Is it Fair to all 

concerned? and Is it Beneficial to all concerned? require 

that individuals identify their choices  

  Wise Way #8 – CONSIDER  
  the CONSEQUENCES  
  Related to making choices is considering 
  consequences of each choice.  This higher 
  level thinking involves assessing and 
  analyzing the choice by examining its 
consequences now and later and the consequences 
affecting others. Is it Fair to all Concerned? and Is it 

Beneficial to all Concerned? fall under here��
   
Wise Way #9 – SET GOALS  
AND PLAN FOR ACTION  

It is difficult to understand how to set  
and reach goals without using Wise  
Ways 1-8.  This process fosters  
awareness of the importance of goals and why realistic 
strategies are necessary to achieve them.  Will it build 

Goodwill and Better Friendships? are goals that require 

plans for action. 
   Wise Way #10 –   
   COMMUNICATE 
   EFFECTIVELY  
   Good communication involves 
   being aware the impact verbal 
   and nonverbal behavior has on 
   others, and understanding how 
passive, aggressive, passive-aggressive, and assertive 
statements and behavior affect responses.  Effective 
communication requires integrating any number of the 10 
Wise Ways. Is it Beneficial to all concerned? and Will it 

build Goodwill and Better Friendships? require using 

Wise Way #10. 
 
Indeed, Rotarians are BrainWise, and understand that helping 
children, teenagers, and adults develop thinking skills 
provides a foundation for them to become literate in reading, 
finances, education, parenting, and good citizenship.  By 
helping people understand how the brain works, Rotarians are 
teaching others to "Be BrainWise” and giving them skills to 
MAKE DREAMS REAL. 
 
Dr. Gorman Barry received Rotary’s North American 

Literacy Project Recognition, 2007-2008.  .  For more 
information on the BrainWise Program go to: www.brainwise
-plc.org and www.howtobebrainwise.com 
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According to RI President DK Lee, this is the year of 
Africa in Rotary. With that in mind, there is an 
international literacy project available that I believe could 
be of interest to many clubs and districts. This literacy 
project directly impacts 1000 preschool children in 
disadvantaged areas and townships near Cape Town and 
Knysna in South Africa. As you will see, the project could 
develop over the next few years into a tremendous 
opportunity for Rotary to make significant changes in the 
future of so many bright and eager minds who, without our 
help, will not have the tools to lead a productive life. 
Mortality for children has many faces – one of which is the 

painful melting away of dreams and potential. 
 
For years the Ilitha School in the township of Khayelitsha 
has existed through the guardianship, time, money, and 
talents of the Sea Point Rotary Club in Cape Town. During 
the past year, the Rotary Club of Peachtree City, Georgia, 
and one of its Interact Clubs have joined Sea Point in this 
endeavor. Sea Point has provided the facility and 
classroom needs to date; Peachtree City and the Interact 
Club have funded and assisted in the Souns for literacy 
program, a Rotary International Literacy Resource Group 
(RILRG) option. Ilitha has grown to such an extent that it 
faces possible closure by the government if it cannot 
provide a facility appropriate for the growing number of 
preschoolers. Currently, there are 80 children in a box-car 

sized space. 
 
This literacy project supports Sea Point Rotary’s 
commitment to expand the school and supply the 
additional classroom materials for Ilitha’s growing student 
population. A matching grant can supply the classroom 
materials but will not provide “bricks and mortar” to add 
the additional space. The Sea Point Rotary Club has 
purchased the additional land and has provided the plans 
for the expansion. As they did with the present structure at 
Ilitha, Sea Point Rotary Club will contract the work or do it 
themselves, lessening the expense. They are currently 
seeking funding for this expansion project for the Ilitha 
School, a substantial portion of which is included in this 

request. 
 
The additional component of this literacy project is a direct 
result of the success demonstrated at Ilitha through the 
Souns for literacy program. Souns was introduced at Ilitha 
in 2006 and has made a profound and measurable 
difference in language development for these children. 
Other preschools are now interested in the Souns program. 
These schools are small and survive only by the assistance 
of organizations such as Rotary. South Africa has eleven 
official languages; but, the common denominator of these 

languages is the print symbol. Although there are 
variations, the majority of the letters have the same or very 
similar sound in the different languages. The Souns 
program arms the children with individual letter-sound 
knowledge at an age when research confirms they are most 
receptive, thus bridging their language differences and 
better preparing them for success in school. The Knysna 
Education Trust, in support of this project, has committed 
to train the preschool teachers in the implementation of the 

Souns program. 
 
The Knysna Education Trust would like to implement the 
Souns program in 40 schools as soon as possible, 
preferably at the start of their school year in mid-January. 
The Sea Point, Knysna, and Peachtree City Rotary Clubs 
are coordinating and facilitating this part of the proposed 
literacy project. The beneficiary of the project is the 
Knysna Education Trust. They will train the teachers and 

distribute the Souns program materials to the 40 schools. 
 
This is an opportunity that needs to be responded to as 
soon as is reasonably possible. We can apply for a 
matching grant for the classroom materials for Ilitha and 
for the Souns for literacy program materials for the 40 
preschools in the Knysna Education Trust. However, that 
is not as remarkable as Rotary clubs and districts standing 
together in numbers, each giving one small portion and 
being a part of an international project that can build a 
school and directly impact the education of 1000 children. 
The work can begin this December if we can get your 
support. I am going to South Africa in December and will 
take language materials with me to the Knysna Education 
Trust. I would also like to take the news of support for the 

Ilitha expansion to the Sea Point Rotary Club. 
 
I have been encouraged by Richard Hattwick, general 
coordinator  of the  RILRG, to consider the many clubs 
and districts that would like to be engaged in an 
international literacy project that they can see, hear 
about, and take ownership in. Please consider 
participating in this international literacy project.  You 
will be kept informed through images, regular 
communications, and financial details.  If each 
participating district (or club) designates $1000 to this 
project, we can stand in numbers at the RI Convention 
in Birmingham, England, and proudly exclaim “We did 
it! We have directly and positively impacted the lives 
and dreams of 1000 children this year.” 
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Building Expansion for Ilitha 

�

Classroom and Playground 
Equipment for Ilitha 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cost supported by this project� $13,000.00� R 100,000.00�

Souns Materials for Knysna 
Education Trust  

 
 
 
 
 

Total USD 30,071.84 
 

As a participant in this international project, you will 
receive digitals, information, as well as details of 
income and expenditures as the project proceeds. 
 
Please make checks payable to Rotary District 6900 
Charitable Fund. 
Be sure to include the project title on your check:  
1000 children. 
(This is a Rotary District 6900 501(c)(3) account.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Literacy Project in South Africa 
directly impacting 1000 Children (cont.) 
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Items� U.S. Dollars�

Tables and chairs� 1,283.18�

Teaching Equipment� 1,134.74�

Waterplay outside equipment� 297.53�

Games for learning skills� 688.42�

Teachers table furniture� 442.73�

Life skills equipment� 302.40�

Fully fitted kitchenette� 2,597.40�

Lighting Equipment� 69.34�

Heating Equipment� 207.53�

Music� 51.95�

Furniture Shelving, Pigeon 
Holes�

1477.14�

Cupboards� 259.74�

Delivery Costs� 259.74�

Total� $9,071.84�

Items� U.S. Dollars�

40 classroom sets @ $200 
ea.�

8,000.00�

Shipping and customs 
included�

 �

Total� $8,000.00�

Mail checks to:�
Cheryl Greenway, District Treasurer�
Rotary Club of Roswell�
935 Forrest Street, Suite C�
Roswell, GA  30075�

Project Contact�

Brenda Erickson, Literacy Chair District 6900�

Rotary Club of Peachtree City�
brenda.c.erickson@gmail.com�

770-335-2743�
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General Coordinator:      Richard Hattwick     richardhattwick@bellsouth.net  

Assistant Coordinator:      Byung Rak Tak      takbr514@yahoo.co.kr 

 

Area Coordinators 

 

Asia:          Saowalak Rattanavich    s_rattanavich@hotmail.com  

South Pacific, South Asia:    Marcelina Aurelio   lina@compass.com.ph 

Africa, parts of Europe :      Tony Serrano   r   otary@briankahn.co.za 

Europe         Pierre-Louis Doucet    pl.doucet@orange.fr 

Central, South America:      Rosa de Vazquez     acevedob@prodigy.net.mx 

North America (U.S., Canada)    Roger Hayward      rhayward@sympatico.ca  

Zone  Coordinator 

1 Toru Yano   yano.gov@kibounoie.or.jp 

2 Junzo Nakatani  (B) 81-761-220023 

3 enju Takekoshi  takekoshi@sansyou.co.jp 

4 Chung-Hsien Lai  ri3480@ms28.hinet.net 

5 Rahul Timbadia  latim@vsnl.com 

6 B. R. Biswanath Setty  brvsetty@gmail.com 

7.Jaime Cura   jim_cura@yahoo.com 

7. a)  Ian Yarker   yarkerhi@onthenet.com.au 

(N/W Australia, Papua New Guinea, Timor Leste) 

8 John Glenn   johnval@bigpond.net.au 

9 Sung-Hee Nam  shnam@mail.dhc.ac.kr 

10 (Fr)  Tewfik Ghersi  tghersidz@yahoo.fr 

10 (Eng)  Douglas Kent  dkent@venturenet.co.za 

10  (Eur) Henrique Pinto  Henrique_pinto@hotmail.com 

10 (Africa) Kotb Soliman  solco@soficom.com.eg 

11 Jean-Claude Brocart  jc.brocart@free.fr 

12 Alessandro Marotta  marosan@libero.it 

13 Tjebbe Visser  vissermulder@hetnet.nl 

14 Hans-Ulrich Stelter  stelter.rotary@online.de 

15  Heimo Heikkila  heimo.heikkila@nic.fi 

Zone Coordinator 

16  Jan Wrana  janwrana@architekci.pl 

17 William Bendall  john.bendall@talk21.com 

18  David Buckland  d.buckland@btinternet.com 

19 Maria de Marsiglia  mariadelcc@arnet.com.ar 

20 Franciso Schlabitz  chicosch@terra.com.br 

21 Jaime Ospina-Velasco  jospinave@hotmail.com 

22 (East) Joan Hayward  rhayward@sympatico.ca 

22 (West) Ross White  jrosswhite@shaw.ca 

23 Teresa Clark  hampcat@aol.com 

24 Helene Kalfuss  drhkalfuss@dc.rr.com 

25 Patricia Fiske  patricia@fiskes.us 

26 Gene Davenport  gd2005dg@aol.com 

27 Catherine Smith  csmith@centralroofing.com 

28 John Young  jack1villa@aol.com 

29 Peggy George  peggygeorge@cox.net 

30 Betty Jo Dulaney  readdulaney@comcast.net 

31 Pamela Akins  pamakins@akinsmarketing.com 

32 Michael Rabasca  m.rabasca@comcast.net 

33 Michael Hood  rotary7710.glenn@embarqmail.com 

34 William MacDonald   luckibill@aol.com  ��
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