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Recently Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
called for urgent action to promote literacy 
around the world, noting the health 
implications of being unable to read or 
access vital prevention, treatment and 
support services.  

In his message for International Literacy 
Day, Mr. Ban noted that 20% of adults, 
774 million, are illiterate.  In addition 75 
million children are not in school and 
millions more leave school without a level 
of literacy adequate for productive and 
active participation in society.  “That this 
can occur in today’s information society 
should drive home the urgency to promote 
literacy throughout the world,” he 
stressed.  

Noting the day’s theme of “Literacy and 
Health,” Mr. Ban stated that illiteracy has a 
direct impact on human health.  “It 
prevents people from reading medicine 

instructions. It means that people are 
less likely to know facts about AIDS, 
malaria and other infectious diseases,” 
he said.    

Literacy is “indispensable” for achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals and 
for addressing some of the world’s most 
important public health challenges.  The 
head of UNESCO added that today’s 
gravest health concerns cannot be 
adequately addressed unless literacy 
finds a place in public health policies 
and strategies.  

“It is essential for countries to show 
greater leadership and increase 
spending on literacy, and for donors to 
give it a higher profile in their aid 
portfolio,” he stated, adding that there is 
also an urgent need to scale up youth 
and adult learning programs. 

Rotarians, you can help by creating 

awareness in your community, by 
encouraging your governments to take 
action promoting literacy and by using the 
tools and programs in your Rotary 
Foundation to help the United Nations to 
be more effective in reaching the 
Millennium Goals.    

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R.I. V. P Monty Audenart 
And 

PDG Doug Vincent 
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A total of 136 Rotarians and Rotaractors 
representing 19 clubs from District 
3280, Bangladesh, attended the first 
District Literacy seminar convened by 
District Literacy Chair Mafizur Rahman.   

Presentations were made about the 
following general topics: 

• A look at Rotary’s literacy efforts 
worldwide 

• Literacy awards 

• Literacy for primary children and 
adults, with a special emphasis on 
women 

of the nation.  Clubs were reminded 
that a special emphasis for projects on 
food and water, health care and 
schooling will  help improve literacy 
and the chance for children to have full 
and long lives.  This is certainly the 
unrealized dream of many children in 
Bangladesh. 

Clubs were asked to look at 
information on the Literacy Resource 
Group’s key literacy tools such as CLE, 
CALS, BrainWise, SOUNS, and Teach 
Your Children Math Well, along with 
character literacy projects such as 
those that use The 4-Way Test. 
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• The role of literacy in reducing child 
mortality 

• An overview of current district 
projects 

District Governor Mohammad Hafizullah 
encouraged clubs to take on new 
literacy projects with an emphasis if 
possible on addressing the issue of 
child mortality.   

Those clubs represented at the 
conference were asked to be mentors 
for those clubs not represented.   

The seminar highlighted the fact that 
education and literacy are the backbone 
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My connection with the Computer-Assisted Literacy 
Solution (CALS), a literacy program involving 
Rotarians and AutoSkill’s Academy of READING and 
Academy of MATH programs grew in leaps and 
bounds in August last year when driving to an outback 
homestead in the Murchison shire in Western 
Australia as a volunteer tutor for three children whose 
school work is supervised by their mother through 
distance learning.  These children were also working, 
and engaged to varying degrees, on CALS.  My hands 
– on experience highlighted the individual nature of 
learning, the value of a literacy program such as CALS 
that helps one person at a time, and the importance of 
the role of the Facilitator (Rotarian or non-Rotarian) in 
providing quality support to each learner. 

I was excited by my assignment and set off with 

emailed route instructions from the mother and a “mud 

map” for the final kilometres so that I would find the 

turn-off to the homestead. I had packed water, food, a 

sleeping bag and other outback safety gear should my 

vehicle break down and was well set-up for my 

journey at a time of year when the wild flowers in the 

bush were at their peak and the weather kind to both 

driver and vehicle. 

My drive to the station of about seven hours was 
mostly on sealed road and I was doing well but had 
slowed right down knowing I was close to the 
homestead turn-off.  A large but unfortunate kangaroo 
hopped across the road and took out my right 
headlight and damaged the front and side door area of 
my car. I managed to free myself from the driver’s 
side, surveyed the damage, pulled the body work off 
the wheel and, after a check that one headlight 
worked, carefully drove on only to be whacked on the 
left side by another kangaroo (‘roo!). 

Whilst relieved that I didn’t have to deal with injured 
animals as both were able to hop away, and after a 
quick check regarding my personal well-being, it 
struck me that I was alone with no means of making 
contact with anyone. Future trips would include a 
personal location beacon as an emergency service to 
access help and if need be, the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service, as cell phone services in our isolated areas 
do not exist. 

As things turned out the time spent with the family was 

worth taking a bit of a beating for.  I learned valuable 

lessons about the job a parent has tutoring her own 

children with pressure  for each child to get through a 

set of work every two weeks, plus be mother, cook, 

laundress, office worker, station hand,  and facilitator 

overseeing three children on CALS.  This first hand 

experience highlighted the importance of the Facilitator 

to support not only each student but in this case, the 

parent. 

Students on outback stations enjoy an education in the 
true sense of the word, provided partly through 
opportunities within their environment, experiences that 
other children only read or dream about.  Whilst the 
luxury of services we take for granted - a reliable power 
supply, a rubbish removal service, a nearby centre  to 
service computers  are not part of their daily lives, 
isolated people problem –solve to overcome such 
challenges. 

The mother’s role as tutor is demanding and made 
more so if her child struggles with reading, so what a 
boon to be able to access CALS despite the isolation 
factor.  Nearly 300 participants, adults and children, 
have been helped in the program in Western Australia 
since I first encountered CALS at the centenary 
convention in Chicago 2005. 

AutoSkill International and Rotary must be proud to 
provide access to this proven, research based award-
winning intervention program that helps at-risk students 
and others who struggle with the foundation skills in 
reading and math, a program that meets the needs of 
people in cities and those living in isolated areas with 
access to broadband internet connection. 

Rotarians interested in using CALS can go to 
www.rotary.org and type “CALS” in the search engine 
for more information.   The website at www.rizones29-
30.net is also very useful. 
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