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The Rotary year is beginning the U.K. and it looks as though
to wind down and the work flights costs are on their way
that is being done by Rotary down so the late bookers may
clubs around the Rotary worl get some bargains. For people
can only be described as in many countries the exchange
amazing. There are lots of rate with the British pound is
activities still to be done to  the most favourable it has beer several literacy breakout
complete the Rotary year anc for the last fifteen years. So ~ sessions. The details will
at the same time prepare for take your holidays and visit ~ follow in the May issue of
the continuity of the new one Europe again! this newsletter. Itis an
opportunity to meet Zone
The Birmingham Convention At the convention there will be Coordinators at the literacy
will soon be upon us. It is no several literacy booths (bigger Pooths and plan for the next
too late to decide to travel to and better than last year) and Rotary year.
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Once upon a time, lived in France, in the children, and helps them like reading. The
Beaujolais province, a young girl named Kokie profits go to “Coup de Pouce” as a contribution

# who was handicapped and could not read or to fight illiteracy (about 20 000 euros or 26 000
write, but she was very good at drawing. USD, up to now).
|
. She was beloved by her family, but she had a “KATI and the daws” has been translated into
% special relationship with her grand-mother English and German. Two copies were
$ Martha, because she used to tell her stories androught to the Convention in Los Angeles, to be
tales. Kokie liked those tales so much that she given to American schools.
& ( started to illustrate them by her drawings.
' This is a local action which illustrates together
Her family realised something was to be done the possibilities of a handicapped child to
. with Kokie’s drawings, and they told friends ~ communicate, the generosity of her family, the
3 who were Rotarians from the RC. Villefranche efficiency of the RC. Villefrance-en-Beaujolais,
) -en-Beaujolais, D.1710, asking for support.  and the concern we must all have for literacy.
. This is how it all began. s & .

Editor’'s Note:

This story comes
from Pierre-Louis
Doucet, European
Area Coordinator for
Literacy

Kokie’'s family and the Rotarians decided to
compose and publish a book, with grand-
mother Martha’s stories and Kokie’s
illustrations, titted'KATI and the daws”.

The book was to be sold by Rotarians and

became one of the Club’s projects.

B

“KATI and the daws” is dedicated to young
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Rotary clubs and literacy leaders in North Amerxigthbe eligible for the following literacy recogmbns at the end
of D.K. Lee’s year:
For Clubs—The District Literacy Award

To earn this award a club must accomplish fivedity activities during the year. The suggestadfigictivities
include:
1. Conduct an activity to promote Internationakk#icy Day on September 8th, 2008;

2. Promote Rotary Literacy Month in March 2009;

3. Carry out a club literacy project in additiangromoting International Literacy Day and Rotarietacy
Month;

4. Partner with another organisation (Educationaharity, commercial organisation or literacy chgron a
literacy project;

Sponsor a community literacy project (a suggkativity from the 2008-09 Presidential Citation);
Invite a literacy speaker (or perhaps a prismregnor, or a local head teacher) to your club mget
Club members volunteer to serve as mentors&atioyour local school and/or form a ‘School Pashg’;

Collect new and/or used books for your locaidrlg or school;
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Initiate or continue a dictionary project in yalub/district;

10. Try the'Every School A Startoolkit being developed by Rotary and the InternationadiRepAssociation;
11. Arrange a local Literacy Seminar;

12. Join or start a sponsored event to raise ftordieracy;

13. Find out more about the Concentrated Languageuiter (CLE) method of teaching literacy, see:
www.cleliteracy.org

14. Start a CALS literacy project: www.autoskillnstrotary,

15. Conduct an international literacy project; and
16. Help an immigrant community with literacy.

Clubs must complete the five projects and so gettitheir district governadoy April 15, 2009, Certification forms
are available by typing in Literacy Awards on thet&y International website search engine box.

For Clubs—The Zone Literacy Award

Clubs qualify for the Zone Literacy Award by compig ten activities from the list given above. Share issued
by your Zone Coordinator.

For Clubs—The Area Literacy Award

In addition to the preceding two awards that aferetl world-wide, there is an Area Literacy Awarfthe purpose
of this award is to recognize clubs that delivevise beyond the club level in leading a projecinitiative at the
District or Zone level. This requires a club tdsit a report along with photos through their Z&uordinator who
will recommend the club’s application to the Areaoc@linator.

...page 3
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For District Awards club qualifies for an award.

1. A club downloads the certification form from tRé 3. The Zone Coordinator signs the award certificaie
website, completes it, and sends it to the DG for makes arrangements with the DG, through the Btstri
endorsement. Chair, to sign it and present it at an appropnaieue.

2. The DG sends it to the District Literacy Chafrov For Area Awards
confirms that the club qualifies for an award. 1. A club downloads the certification form from tRé

3. The District Literacy Chair and the DG make website, completes it, and sends it to the DG for
arrangements to complete the award certificate, isig endorsement.
and present it at an appropriate venue. 2. The DG sends it to the District Literacy Chalon

For Zone Awards sends it to the Zone Coordinator who confirms that

1. A club downloads the certification form from tRé club qualifies for an award.
website, completes it, and sends it to the DG for 3. The Zone Coordinator sends it to the Area Caoatdir
endorsement. who signs it and makes arrangements with the DG,

2. The DG sends it to the District Literacy Chahiov through the Zone Coordinator and the District Chair
sends it to the Zone Coordinator who confirms that to sign it and present it at an appropriate venue.
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The following was submitted by Zone 17 Literacy Zoa
Coordinator William (“John”) Bendall:

Rotarians in the U.K. and Ireland make use of tedkht dictionary to
those used in North America. They use the Usbibiustrated
dictionary that comprises 1,000 illustrations, 0 @ntries and
20,000 definitions printed in full colour (on pagerm a sustainable
forest), and containing 288 pages.

The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Dewalent
(OECD) defines functional literacy not as the abilo read and write
but as “whether a person is able to understanceanuloy printed
information in daily life, at home, at work andthre community”.
This “Dictionary for Life” promotes the use of tpeinted word. The
project is a positive way for clubs to support Rieand RIBI
Presidents’ commitment to this year's emphasis iteracy.

The “Dictionary for Life” project will enable Rotarclubs to buy the dictionaries at 2 pounds eadalottate to year six
children on the cusp of moving into secondary etiona It has a user’s guide, parts of speechjngiEnglish hints,
English Today and a history of our language andmenended web sites. It has been revised and uptateclude the
vocabulary of the internet age. All the “rude” werhave been removed from the dictionary! Inkidliere will be a print
run of only 20,000.

The dictionary will have a space for the recipismtame on the inside cover in a Rotary informagianel. It will be a
“possession” for the child. It will contribute &md enhance their use of printed books in additiahe computer. It will
enable first and second language users to extahdrgrove the accuracy of their vocabulary. It Wwéve long term benefit
for their ongoing education. In some homes it willdoubt also form a reference work for all theaifg. 1t will be a highly
visible promotion for Rotary and its clubs by adganclub sticker in a space provided. The booktvélel with the child
into Secondary education.
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In 2006 a Matching Grant was approved for a Litgrac children's clothing, toys, used school furniture,
Project for orphans in Swaziland under the leadprsh blackboards, shelving and garden implements.

of Rotarians from the Rotary Clubs of Malkerns

Valley and Montreal-Lakeshore, Canada. This small Fencing for the gardens was bought locally and as
country, Swaziland, has the world's highest ra684}% three of the five locations had no access to water
of HIV/AIDS infected adults - and around 90,000 (for cooking and gardening), pumps and boreholes
AIDS-orphans. had to be financed.

When no one pays for their school fees the orphass As TRF does not allow for investment in real estate
deleted from the school system. However, for the HOPE International Development Agency in New
children to remain in their villages, the village &f Westminster, B.C., agreed to put up five 3-room
will place them with other local families, and also schoolhouses (now completed). And the Malkerns
allocate a piece of land (Neighborhood Care Point) Club - and local volunteers - have added latrines,
where they can assemble - and where volunteers willstorage sheds and stoves for cooking. To complete
teach them. They may also grow vegetables on this the project there remains only to install two o th
land, to supplement a daily midday meal, without pumps.
which they would go starving.

A second Matching Grant for a similar project for
The project includes schools in five different Iboas  another 4 schools - to accommodate another 300
for about 300 orphans. From Canada two containers orphans - has just been approved by TRF. And

(40' + 20') were shipped, filled with children’solis, HOPE has again agreed to provide school houses.
textbooks, teaching materials This time, school furniture, etc., will be acquired

locally.
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What began in 1999 as a small local
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Club project. Not long after that, The Distribution of the dictionaries began on

program devoted to making sure every Rotary Clubs of Petaluma Sunrise and Monday, Dec. 8 and continued
third-grade student in Petaluma, USA, Petaluma Valley decided to participate through that week.

had a dictionary has grown into a
national program thanks to the efforts
of Petaluma Rotary club member
Harvey Freetly.

Though Freetly died in 2006, the
Dictionary Program continues with

The project then began to spread acro

the country. In the past five years, “Therels about 950 third-grade students in
about 60 clubs from California, Petaluma who will be getting a dictionary
Massachusetts, Missouri, North sometime during this week,” said Dado.

Carolina and Ohio have participated. “How we do it is we have a Rotarian go
into the classroom and present each child
This year, 35,000 to 40,000 with a hard cover Macmillan dictionary

Petalumals three Rotary clubs coming dictionaries will be distributed to with a name plate with the child’'s name

together in December of each year to
give dictionaries to nearly 1,000
Petaluma-area third-graders.

“Harvey was always very youth-
oriented,” said his wife, Marlene
Freetly. “The Sonoma County
Literacy Coalition had decided to give
out dictionaries to third-graders in
1999 and Harvey asked the Petaluma
Rotary club if they could join in with
that. During that first year, the
Petaluma Rotary bought half of the
400 dictionaries that were passed out
to kids in Petaluma schools.”

The coalition decided against
continuing the program the following

students through participating Rotary on it. The dictionary is theirs to keep. It
clubs nationwide. doesn't go to the school library. It goes to
their home, and in some cases, may be the
Petaluma Rotarian and former Sonomi only dictionary the family has.”
-Marin Fair manager Tawny Tesconi
has also been instrumental in assistinc The dictionaries are child-friendly, with
with the program by allowing all the 35,000 entries, photos, illustrations and a
books to be stored at the Sonoma- reference section containing information
Marin Fairgrounds until ready for about the solar system, international flags,
distribution. Tesconi has since moved and U.S. presidents. Many students use
on to become manager of the Sonoma their dictionaries past the third grade.
County Fair, but remains active in the
program at the national level. “The kids are extremely excited to get
their dictionary,” said Dado. “And they
“We've had wonderful cooperation also ask questions about Rotary and what
from the Sonoma-Marin Fair and its  the projects we do are. We always speak a
new manager, Pat Conklin,” said John little bit about Rotary and the different
Dado, Petaluma Rotary Club member things we do. We as Rotarians are very

year, but Freetly took up the challenge and head of the Dictionary Program.” proud of this project.”

to keep it going as a Petaluma Rotary

It's been wonderful.”

Editor’s Note: This article was
written by Yovanna Bieberich of
The Angus-Courier staff

and submitted by Terri Clark,
Zone 23 Literacy Coordinator.
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The following article was submitted
by Fran Thompson, CALS
Coordinator for the Rotary Club of
Vancouver, B.C., Canada:

CALS attracts a new member

In September of 2007, two months
after Computer Assisted Literacy
Solutions (CALS) was announced tc
the world, Rotary Club of
Vancouver (RCV) President Tom
Crean received a telephone call fron
a stranger sitting in a San Diego
airport. | had just read then-Presider
Wilf Wilkinson’s Foreword
describing CALS and Rotary4
Way Testn my friend John
Corcoran’s boolA Bridge to
Literacy-No Child or Adult Left
Behind | had been a volunteer
literacy and dyslexia advocate for
over a decade and | knew the scope
and track record of the Academy of
Reading®, CALS’ software. | also
knew Rotary’s track record with
PolioPlu® (my sister was a
Rotarian). The potential of Rotary’s
CALS reverberated within me. For
years | had taken calls from needy
parents and teachers with dreams
and no resources to help children
struggling to learn how to read. |
knew in that airport that | could now
help make their dreams real...I
would join Rotary!

Dreams to Reality - Slow and
Steady

| became a member of the RCV in
October 2007. In January 2008,
Vince Walter, one of Rotary
International’s Literacy Resource
Group Advisers, came to town to
discuss CALS at our club and at a
Literacy BC Family Literacy event.

Our Community Services Committee Building upon previous relationships:

began to review the possibility of a CALS-PALS

literacy focus soon after Vince'’s

visit. President Tom provided some

of his discretionary funds to get

CALS started in our community that

summer. The summer students

developed into one whole learning

assistance classroom in September

2008. In March 2009, we received

$7,000.00 from British Columbia’s Grateful Grade 4-7 THRIVE

provincial Gaming Branch to suppor students at Nootka school in

83 students on CALS in a pilot Vancouver, Canada

project with the Vancouver School THRIVE, a Vancouver learning

Board. Momentum is growing to assistance classroom, had been the

double our participants by Septembe¢ beneficiary of a computer grant from

2009. More Vancouver clubs are  the RCV early in 2008. Based on this

expressing an interest to learn more relationship with the club, the

in order to help out. classroom teacher agreed to mentor four
of his students using CALS over the

A rocky start provides lessons ~ summer. By September 2008, Tyson

Schoeber was willing to integrate CALS

Initially, in Vancouver, we started a into his daily lesson plan for all of his

2008 summer program for inner-city students. Fortunately, after hearing a

school kids, many of whom had CALS presentation in the summer, the

English as their second language ar Rotary Club of Vancouver-Arbutus

or suspected or diagnosed learning immediately came on board to sponsor

disabilities. Enthusiastic parents  the eleven remaining THRIVE students

were planning to mentor children;  to start CALS.

however, summer and language

barriers got in the way. Visiting theil Tyson shares that successful

home by this CALS Coordinator was implementation means a lot of time on

not advised. The results of our task for the teacher too; however, the

experience speak to the importance program is living up to everyone’s

of how teachers and/or expectations. The kids are happy with

knowledgeable volunteer mentors ai their progress and trophies; the teacher

needed to inspire and motivate knows exactly how the students are

students in person, especially when doing and when they need help.

there is a language barrier or learnir Rotarian CALS Coordinators can also

disability. Plus, kids should be monitor progress online. Individual
proficient with the program before  Rotarians have the option of being
going it somewhat alone during PALSIn the classroom helping the kids
summer vacation. stay on task at the computer; or reading

books together.

CALS-PALS are either CAL$artners
AdvancingL iteracySkills (funders,
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facilitators and/or mentors); or, photo is of two teachers who Summary
CALS-PartnersAcquiringLiteracy ~ desperately want to provide CALS to CALS is a reasonably priced, evidence-
Skills (participants/students). their students. Neither teacher had based, award-winning reading program ...

computers or Internet access in their Our Vancouver experience suggests that
classroom. After communicating their developing a relationship with your local
needs to implement CALS with our  school board can be done at a classroom
existing partners, a Rotarian pledged i or school board level. Teachers and
sponsor both classrooms’ Internet administrators want CALS and students
connections. A THRIVE parent’s like learning with the animated software.
employer donated four computers to  With appropriate introduction about the
the cause; more have been offered. animated program, CALS can be used

Vancouver Resource Room School board administrators have sinc with youth and adults at home and
teachers want CALS met with this CALS Coordinator to ~ workplace resource centers. CALS has
In order to make our Gaming grant  develop inclusion of CALS as part of & the potential to bring in new members,
application stronger, we approached Pilot study in their district plan. funders and community partners. CALS
the current schools which RCV Recently one teacher was so thrilled makes dreams of reading real for students

supports and the Vancouver School ~about the pilot that she was overhearc of all ages.

Board'’s Learning Services departmen emotionally sharing with another

(VSB) to ensure they would be teacher, “Now we are going to be able For further information about the
potential CALS’ partners for us. The to help the kids we lose sleep over!” Vancouver experience, contact Fran
VSB sent around an email to their ~ Rotary relationships are making their Thompson. T: 604-266-7541; E:

learning resource teachers and this ~ dreams real! flit@telus.net
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Hello South Anchorage Rotary Club!

Thank you so much for the wonderful dictionari®&hen my
students first got their hands on them (and evienwalays later) they
were hungrily devouring the pages.

"l found the planets!" exclaimed one student, Urfd
presidents-George Washington!" shouted another.

Since then we've had several time-slots devoteaptoring the
dictionaries and sharing what they found. For nststients it is the
first dictionary the family has had in the househol

Quyanaqpuk, (thank you in Inupiat)
P.S. We have recently been working on writingeletiso we will be

Anna dela Rosa sending those soon. The Rotary Club of Barrow, uhas asked
3rd Grade Teacher that we send the letters through them.

Ipalook Elementary School

Barrow, AK Again, thank you so much!
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28 John Young

29 Peggy George

30 Betty Jo Dulaney

31 Pamela Akins

32 Michael Rabasca

33 Michael Hood

34 William MacDonald
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pl.doucet@geafr

evedob@prodigy.net.mx
rhayd@ sympatico.ca

janwrana@architekci.pl
john.bendall@talk21.com
d.buckland@btinternet.com
mariadelcc@arnet.com.ar
chicosch@terra.com.br
jospinave@hotmail.com
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