
As Rotarians continue to 

send me stories about their 

literacy projects and 

programs from around the 

Rotary world, the dedication 

and willingness of clubs to 

become involved in 

addressing the issue of 

illiteracy is very clear.   I 

have said numerous times 

before that we should be 

looking for ways to focus on 

the four emphases of Rotary 

(Water, Health, Hunger and 

Literacy) in an integrated 

way.  As we address 

illiteracy the other three 

basics need to be in place or 

addressed; otherwise our 

work will likely not be as 

successful as we would 

hope. 

It should be very clear to 

readers of this newsletter 

that as literacy efforts 

around the world mature the 

Literacy Resource Group is 

leading you to take on the 

“direct instruction”-type of 

program that include 

phonics and letter-sound 

recognition such as CALS, 

Teach Your Children Well, 

SOUNS, and CLE.  These 

teach basic skills so that the 

truly illiterate will be able to 

read fluently.  Two other 

programs, BrainWise and 

Sandparents, that help 

develop literacy skills by  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

using what we’ve learned  

through brain research, 

support the goal of 

addressing the needs of the 

illiterate.  All of these 

programs require champions 

in districts and clubs to work 

with these program 

resources;  the  

effort will be rewarded by  

focusing on the fundamental 

needs of those who are 

nearly or totally illiterate. 
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Kotb Soliman, Zone 10 Literacy Resource 

Coordinator, reports that Rotarians are 

working on a CLE project in the upper 

Egypt region of Beni Sueif which is a very 

poor agricultural region. 

 

At a recent seminar, DG Zakaria El Shafei 

(District 2450) encouraged Rotarians to 

work hand-in-hand with the local 

government to help the many illiterate 

children, just as many members of the 

Rotary Club of Beni Sueif have begun to 

do. 

 

The initial thrust of the project is to 

work with girls of about the age of ten.  

Several classes have already taken place 

and the program will be expanded as 

more funds become available. 

 

Clearly this program will  help address 

the issue of education for girls, an issue 

that must be addressed if Rotarians are 

serious about reducing the incidents of 

child mortality in the world.  



Joey’s Pouch is a Community Based Long Day Centre 
in Murwillumbah NSW, Australia, catering for children 
aged from 6 weeks to 5years.  The Centre’s staff team 
became very enthused about celebrating International 
Literacy Day on the 8th September with the families and 
children at the Centre….a celebration that went on for a 
full week . 
 
While literacy is a part of their everyday programme it 
was great to be able to celebrate it with others within the 
community. The Centre’s Director /Early Childhood 
Teacher Janette Glynn, who is also the President of the 
Rotary Club of Mt Warning AM (Murwillumbah), along 
with the members of the club became involved in the 
celebrations. 
 
Rotarians volunteered time out of their busy working 
schedules to come into the Centre and read to the 

children. One of their members, Jenny Wallace (shown 
on this page), came dressed as a story teller in a 
beautiful purple velvet cloak……. this added to the 
magic of imagination and the children were enthralled. 
 
Towards the end of the week and at the beginning of the 
next the children were so looking forward to these 
special times spent listening to the stories and they were 
eagerly asking, “Is there going to be another lady come 
to tell us a story today’? 
 
This celebration not only provided essential literacy 
experiences, fun and enjoyment for the children and 
club members, it also provided an opportunity for 
members of the club to participate in a vocational visit 
within an environment that they would not normally 
visit. 
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Let this photo make you think about all the brain synapses being developed—in both! 
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The Whitehouse Symposium on 

Advancing Global Literacy was 

convened by First Lady Laura Bush 

in New York City on September 22, 

2008, and global leaders along with 

a number of non-government 

organizations involved in Literacy 

efforts such as Rotary International 

were among the 150 delegates 

invited to attend. I attended on 

behalf of Rotary International, at the 

request of President D.K. Lee. 

 

A panel discussion was held 

updating world leaders on six global 

literacy conferences held since 2006 

and  reporting on Literacy efforts to 

date:  

Ambassador of the United States 

to UNESCO, Louise Oliver noted 

that 770 million people in our world 

live without reading skills, and as 

such cannot achieve freedom from 

poverty and political oppression, or 

personal freedom. Literacy efforts 

can reduce crime, improve health, 

demand higher wages and empower 

the family.   

Mohammed Bougroum, Professor 

of the University of Marrakech in 

Morocco, noted that Arab countries 

have spent $1 billion over the last 

decade in promoting and effectively 

using such programs as  LAMP 

(Literacy Assessment and Monitoring 

Program) to evaluate their 

effectiveness in reducing illiteracy. 

Madame Chen Zhili from the 

People’s Congress of China noted 

that their Country’s Literacy programs 

are missing only 4 % of their 

population. She credited this to 

compulsory education and distance 

learning. As an example she cited that 

upscale farming technology has been 

broadcast to 460 million farmers 

through distance learning. She also 

highlighted China’s push to provide 

literacy programs to ethnic minorities. 

Madame Toure Lobbo Traore, 

Spouse of the President of the 

Republic of Mali announced her 

country and neighboring states had 

launched 750 Literacy centers to help 

girls 16 and over to read and write and 

that another 2000 of these centers will 

be opened by 2009. These centers will 

target the countries of Mauritania, 

Niger, Burkina Faso, Mozambique 

and Madagascar and will also 

emphasize maternal and child health. 

The Honorable Daggubati 

Purandeswari, Minister of State for 

Human Development in India 

reported that India has spent over $1.5 

Billion over the past five years to 

promote Literacy in her country. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her Highness, Princess 

Laurentian of the Netherlands 

spoke of her success as Chair of 

her own Foundation, “The 

Reading and Writing 

Foundation.” She noted that 

Literacy frees people from their 

personal and social isolation. 

Margarita Zavala, First Lady 

of Mexico stressed the need for 

Government and the Private 

Sector including organizations 

such as ours to partner together 

in Literacy projects.   

And finally, Henrietta Ford, 

USAID Director, noted that 

there is a multiplier effect when 

women become literate. There is 

improved nutrition for them and 

their family, child mortality is 

reduced, maternal health 

increases and improves, and 

poverty is reduced. Through the 

efforts of USAID, some 700,000 

teachers have been trained in 

over 20 countries. 

  ...page 5 
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RIVP Monty Audenart First Lady Laura Bush 
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USAID announced a new fund initiative named the 

Literacy Decade Fund, and Laura Bush announced 

that the United States Government would be first in 

donating $2.5 million to the fund. This fund will 

target literacy efforts to the 35 countries with a 

literacy rate of less than 50% whose population is 

over 10 million. 

As the representative from Rotary International, I 

met with many dignitaries, all of whom applauded 

Rotary for its emphasis on Literacy, and indeed 

many wanting to form future strategic partnerships 

with us. It was certainly a pleasure to meet the 

First Lady Laura Bush, and to meet other 

individuals such as   Director General Koichiro 

Matsuuro from UNESCO; Barbara Walker, 

President of the International Reading 

Association (one of our Literacy partners); 

Timothy Shanahan from the Center of 

Literacy, Coleen Hahn from “Equal Footing”, 

and so many more. Rotary can be very proud of its 

commitment to Literacy as we work together with 

others to improve the lives of good people 

everywhere. 
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PDG Sylvia Byers, Patrick Garcia, PRIP Wilf 

 
On Wednesday, June 18, 2008 
thousands of Rotarians heard PRIP 
Wilf Wilkinson ask ten-year-old 
Patrick Garcia “Are you able to read 

any books now?”  A year before 
Patrick was essentially unable to read 
and his answer stunned the audience –
“Well, I’m reading books on 

nanotechnology and alternate energy 

sources.” Patrick had worked on 
CALS and his mother now reports 
"Just thought I'd let you know that now 

that Patrick is in grade 6, I have 

started him working on GRADE 

LEVEL reading for his school work, 

and he is not having any difficulty with 

it.  Although his spelling is still bad, he 

is able to cope with the work load for 

the first time in his life." That is 
empowering a young man to MAKE 
DREAMS REAL. 
 
President Steve Wharton of the 
Alexandria, Virginia Club in District 
7610 and his wife Mary (Burke, VA. 
Club) were so impressed that, with the 
support of their District Governor, 
they arranged for the presentation of 
CALS to a number of Clubs in August. 
Immediate Past District Governor 
Travis White was very supportive and 
reported “Everyone I spoke with was 

fired up with what you brought to us.” 

Assistant Governor’s Wayne Chiles 
(Springfield,VA), Robin Erskine  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(West Springfield, VA) and District 
Governor Nominee Ron Marion 
(Crystal City-Pentagon, VA) were also 
very helpful in promoting CALS. 
 
Clubs are now proceeding with CALS 
installations as varied as the Northern 
Virginia Literacy Council that helps 
seniors, Alexandria City Public 
Schools Adult education, Prison 
education, libraries, after school 
programs and even Rotarians helping 
family members. President Pam Lettie 
of Sterling, VA writes “I wanted to 

thank you for the presentation 

yesterday. I keep thinking about the 

possibilities. I hope we are able to 

make a go of it!” 
 
For a Club to proceed, a Rotarian 
should be appointed as the CALS 
Coordinator. Facilitators encourage 
Participants to consistently use the 
computer-based programs for a 
minimum of 20-30 minutes at least two 
or three times per week. Facilitators 
can be either Rotarians or non-
Rotarians.  At the Springfield 
presentation a guest was being 
considered for membership as a 
Rotarian. She is a Minister and 
following the presentation she stated 
that she could see a number of 
applications, particularly with people 
who are learning English. She signed 

up as a Facilitator! Obviously she has 
quickly learned that Rotarians do more 
than just have a happy weekly meeting. 
 
In addition to the Literacy and New 
Member benefits of CALS, the Clubs 
were also very interested in how this is 
improving Rotary’s image. The Education 
publishing subsidiary of “The Washington 
Post” has just released John Corcoran’s 
New Book “Bridge to Literacy” in which 
the Foreword by PRIP Wilf Wilkinson is 
based on Rotary’s Four-Way-Test. A 
California Judge heard of CALS and 
made working on Rotary’s literacy 
program a condition of parole for two 
juvenile offenders! 
 
In addition to the leadership by Steve and 
Mary Wharton of District 7610, Governor 
Janice Teetsell of District 7470 brought 
Rotarians from her District to a breakout 
session where a detailed review of the 
Reading and Math programs used in 
CALS was undertaken. Pictures (below) 
show some of the attendees. Governor 
Janice was heard to say “I can’t get 
Patrick out of my mind!” 
 
In total 19 Clubs have commenced CALS 
activity as a result of the action taken by 
Rotarians Steve and Mary Wharton 
following that June 18 interview. CALS 
continues to give Rotarians an 
opportunity to help others, one person at a 
time. 
As the General Coordinator of the 
Literacy Resource Group, Dr. Richard 
Hattwick, says: “If you are not familiar 

with CALS, you should know that this is 

the real thing!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotarians from D. 7470, 7610, 7620 
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Originally commissioned as a one time effort to celebrate the Fairborn (Ohio) 
Rotary Club’s 75th anniversary celebration in 2006, Andy and Elmer’s Apple 

Dumpling Adventure has blossomed into an international hit and an effective 
tool for the promotion of the Rotary Four Way Test among school aged 
children. 
  
Andy and Elmer’s Apple Dumpling Adventure is a delightful story of a young 
entrepreneur named Andy who, while building his own apple dumpling 
business, learns valuable lessons in ethics from an “inner voice” that helps him 
to think, say, and do the right things.  His own conscience reminds him of the 
tenets of the Four-Way Test.   He learns that by inviting his friends to 
participate and share in his successes, and by being honest with them, they all 
prosper together and build stronger friendships. 
 
The book was field tested in the Fairborn School District.  Its author, Andy 
Shoup [shown] is a writer and graphic artist locally known for his children’s 
books on values.  He has written a series of books based on a character named 
“Toko”. 

The book, while written for children, is aimed at adults.  Teachers are impressed by its simple lesson, striking 
narrative, and colorful artwork.  Parents learn about the history of the Four-Way Test, the Rotary movement, 
and the ethical treatment of their associates. There is even a recipe for apple dumplings in the back for parents 
and children to bake at home! A lesson plan for teachers was written by Rotarian Charles Wasson of Camp Hill, 
PA and can be provided through the Fairborn club by request. 
 
The Four-Way Test is an ethic that cuts across boundaries of race, culture and religion.  Its message of honesty, 
fairness and goodwill are guiding principles and a valuable lesson for school aged children.  It is a value worth 
sharing! Since its publication, the Fairborn Rotary Club has sold over 16000 copies of the hardback version and 
over 7500 copies of the soft cover coloring/activity work book.  Elmer and Andy’s Apple Dumpling Adventure 
has become one of the best selling children’s books of all time! 
 
“Andy and Elmer” has grown to include several products and the whole program is different for every Rotary 
Club that gets involved.  The best way to reference price is by using the website:  www.andyandelmer.com  
That will give you everything you need.  If you want to communicate with a real, live person use 
steveross@woh.rr.com    Steve will address your needs and questions individually. 
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General Coordinator:   Richard Hattwick   richardhattwick@bellsouth.net  

Assistant Coordinator:   Byung Rak Tak   takbr514@yahoo.co.kr 

 

Area Coordinators 

 

Asia:     Saowalak Rattanavich  s_rattanavich@hotmail.com  

South Pacific, South Asia:   Marcelina Aurelio  lina@compass.com.ph 

Africa, parts of Europe :   Tony Serrano   rotary@briankahn.co.za 

Europe     Pierre-Louis Doucet  pl.doucet@orange.fr 

Central, South America:   Rosa de Vazquez   acevedob@prodigy.net.mx 

North America (U.S., Canada)  Roger Hayward   rhayward@sympatico.ca  

Zone  Coordinator 

1 Toru Yano      yano.gov@kibounoie.or.jp 

2 Junzo Nakatani     (B) 81-761-220023 

3 enju Takekoshi     takekoshi@sansyou.co.jp 

4 Chung-Hsien Lai     ri3480@ms28.hinet.net 

5 Rahul Timbadia     atim@vsnl.com 

6 B. R. Biswanath Setty     brvsetty@gmail.com 

7. Jaime Cura      jim_cura@yahoo.com 

7. a)  Ian Yarker     yarkerhi@onthenet.com.au 

(N/W Australia, Papua New Guinea, Timor Leste) 

8 John Glenn      johnval@bigpond.net.au 

9 Sung-Hee Nam     shnam@mail.dhc.ac.kr 

10 (Fr)  Tewfik Ghersi     tghersidz@yahoo.fr 

10 (Eng)  Douglas Kent     dkent@venturenet.co.za 

10  (Eur) Henrique Pinto    Henrique_pinto@hotmail.com 

10 (Africa) Kotb Soliman    solco@soficom.com.eg 

11 Jean-Claude Brocart     jc.brocart@free.fr 

12 Alessandro Marotta     marosan@libero.it 

13 Tjebbe Visser     issermulder@hetnet.nl 

14 Hans-Ulrich Stelter     stelter.rotary@online.de 

15  Heimo Heikkila     heimo.heikkila@nic.fi 

Zone Coordinator 

16  Jan Wrana     janwrana@architekci.pl 

17 William Bendall    john.bendall@talk21.com 

18  David Buckland    d.buckland@btinternet.com 

19 Maria de Marsiglia    mariadelcc@arnet.com.ar 

20 Franciso Schlabitz    chicosch@terra.com.br 

21 Jaime Ospina-Velasco    jospinave@hotmail.com 

22 (East) Joan Hayward    rhayward@sympatico.ca 

22 (West) Ross White    jrosswhite@shaw.ca 

23 Teresa Clark    hampcat@aol.com 

24 Helene Kalfuss    drhkalfuss@dc.rr.com 

25 Patricia Fiske     patricia@fiskes.us 

26 Gene Davenport    gd2005dg@aol.com 

27 Catherine Smith    csmith@centralroofing.com 

28 John Young     jack1villa@aol.com 

29 Peggy George     peggygeorge@cox.net 

30 Betty Jo Dulaney    readdulaney@comcast.net 

31 Pamela Akins     pamakins@akinsmarketing.com 

32 Michael Rabasca    m.rabasca@comcast.net 

33 Michael Hood     rotary7710.glenn@embarqmail.com 

34  William MacDonald                    luckibill@aol.com  ��
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